Spiritual Formation Exercise 
ENGL 3203, Irony’s Edge: Eighteenth-Century Satire

Due Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2019


1. Pray. Ask God to open your heart and mind to what He would like to show you.

2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Read Ecclesiastes 1 & 2. The writer of these chapters exposes the human pride behind the pursuits of knowledge, power, and pleasure as ends in themselves. He terms these pursuits “vanity and a chasing after wind” (NRSV, 2. 11), as opposed to our duty to “Fear God, and keep his commandments” (12:13). These same forms of vanity were also satirized by writers in the eighteenth century. 

3. Pray again, sharing with God how you may have been encouraged or challenged by the passage of scripture. What was powerful about it? What was difficult? What new details did you notice? Did the scripture move you to think in new ways about the priorities in your own life?

4. Now, write a short piece of 200 to 500 words reflecting on the predominance of ONE prideful pursuit (knowledge, power, or pleasure) in our world today. How is this merely a “chasing after wind” if we are not following the Lord? You may use a Horatian (playful and self-reflexive) of Juvenalian (righteously indignant) tone.  


